Il Thessalonians Lesson 01

Il Thessalonians Chapter 1
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Memory verses for this week: Psa 37.27 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell
for evermore.

Introduction: Last week in Chapter 5 of 1 Thessalonians, Paul warned the
church to be watching for the soon return of Jesus Christ. He wanted them
to live with a Godly life that honored the Heavenly Father, and to esteem
their pastor’s with much respect. This week we start a new study on the
second letter written to the church there in Thessalonica around AD 53.
This book shows the certainty of persecution to the believer and the
importance of knowing prophecy.

l. The Salutation

2 Th 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Th 1:2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We see the salutation comes from three people, Paul, Silvanus, and young
Timothy. Silvanus was often referred to as Silas. These three men had endured a
great deal for the sake of the gospel. Paul and Silas were in the prison at Philippi.
Paul, Silas, and Timothy had gone to Thessalonica together, and later Paul had to
leave them. He waited for them in Athens and, when they did not come, he went on
to Corinth where they finally met. It was at that time Paul wrote his first epistle to
the Thessalonians to answer some of the questions that had come up since he had
been there. They ask for grace and peace from God towards the members of the
church. True grace and peace comes from one source, and that is Jesus Christ.
Until we know Christ as Lord and Savior, there is no true peace.

Isa 48:22 There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.

John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send | you.

Psa 37:37 Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that
man is peace.

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.

John 14:27 Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the

Page 1



world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid.

2Th 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet,
because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all
toward each other aboundeth;

2 Th 1:4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

Paul was a man who was thankful for the church growing in grace. It is wonderful
when a church continues to mature and grows to be known more and more like
their Savior. Jesus was a man full of grace and mercy, and shared the gospel with
all who would hear. This church had continue to grow in grace and love and it was
now abounding towards one another.

Paul and his companions rejoiced in this church and said they gloried in the fact
that they had shown great patience and faith as they had faced their persecutions
and tribulations. The question is not WHETHER we will have persecution or
tribulation as a child of God, the question is When will we.

2Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.

2 Tim 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived.

Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

Phil 1:7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because | have
you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and
confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.

1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us.

1John 4:20 If a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen?

1 John 4:21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also.

Matthew Henry had this to say about these verses.

For what he esteemed them and thanked God; namely, the increase of their
faith, and love, and patience. In his former epistle (ch. 1:3) he gave thanks for their
faith, love, and patience; here he gives thanks for the increase of all those graces,
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that they were not only true Christians, but growing Christians. Note, Where there
is the truth of grace there will be increase of it. The path of the just is as the shining
light, which shines more and more unto the perfect day. And where there is the
increase of grace God must have all the glory of it. We are as much indebted to him
for the improvement of grace, and the progress of that good work, as we are for the
first work of grace and the very beginning of it. We may be tempted to think that
though when we were bad we could not make ourselves good, yet when we are
good we can easily make ourselves better; but we have as much dependence on
the grace of God for increasing the grace we have as for planting grace when we
had it not.

The matter of the apostle’s thanksgiving and glorying on behalf of the
Thessalonians was, (1.) That their faith grew exceedingly, v. 3. They were more
confirmed in the truth of gospel-revelations, confided in gospel-promises, and had
lively expectations of another world. The growth of their faith appeared by the
works of faith; and, where faith grows, all other graces grow proportionally. (2.)
Their charity abounded (v. 3), their love to God and man. Note, Where faith grows
love will abound, for faith works by love; and not only the charity of some few of
them, but of every one to each other, did abound. There were no such divisions
among them as in some other churches. (3.) Their patience as well as faith
increased in all their persecutions and tribulations.

And patience has then its perfect work when it extends itself to all trials. There
were many persecutions which the Thessalonians endured for the sake of
righteousness, as well as other troubles which they met with in this calamitous life;
yet they endured all these, by faith seeing him that is invisible, and looking to the
recompence of reward; and endured them with patience, not with an insensibility
under them, but with patience arising from Christian principles, which kept them
quiet and submissive, and afforded them inward strength and support.

Il. Trouble for God’s People

2Th 1:5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:

2Th 1:6 Seeing itis a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you;

We need to realize that if we suffer persecution for the Lord’s sake, then we will
definitely be rewarded. There is not only rewards, but glory waiting for those who
suffer. God is not unfaithful to bless our work of love towards Him.

Matthew 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so
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persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

James 5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the
patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and
of tender mercy.

When we endure tribulations without complaining, it is a token of our worthiness for
future rewards. Vengeance is something that we have to really leave to God. It is
not our responsibility to get back for the wrong done unto us, but is rather a
righteous obligation of the Heavenly Father.

Deuteronomy 32:52  Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go
thither unto the land which I give the children of Israel.

Romans 12:19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

lll. The Revelation of the Son of God

2 Th 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

There are many people who get extremely anxious when you discuss future
spiritual events or any form of prophecy. Paul says to those who are troubled to
forget those fears, and look for the return of Jesus Christ. False interpretations of
scripture give people many un-realistic views and cause fear. We need to study the
word and know how it all fits together and know what God has promised to come to
pass.

2 Th 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

2Th 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

Verse 9 may be applied to the close of the tribulation and the great white throne
judgment.

Joel 3:9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your plowshares
into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11
Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together
round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the
heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit
to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe:
come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is
great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD
is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and
the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion,
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and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but
the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.

We see a lot of “Earmarks” of the Revelation revealed from Heaven... We hear
the terms “Mighty Angels” and “Flaming Fire” used in Revelation to describe future
events.

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns;
and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with
it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud voice,
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and
the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of
them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and
great. 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire
burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that
sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were
filled with their flesh.

Daniel 7:9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool:
his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10 A fiery stream
issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and
the books were opened. 11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words
which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed,
and given to the burning flame. 12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had
their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.

J. Vernon McGee had some good words concerning verses 8 and 9.

The Word of God actually says very little about heaven. One of the reasons is that it is so
wonderful we could not comprehend it. And the Lord does not want us to get so heavenly
minded that we are no earthly good. He wants us to keep our eyes on our pathway down
here, and I think He wants us to keep our noses to the grindstone much of the time. In other
words, He has a purpose for our lives on earth, and He wants us to fulfill that purpose.
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Scripture not only says very little about heaven, it says less about the condition of the
lost. It is so awful that the Holy Spirit has drawn a veil over it. There is nothing given to
satisfy the morbid curiosity or the lust for revenge. When God judges, He does not do it in
a vindictive manner. He does it in order to vindicate His righteousness and His holiness.
There is nothing in the Scriptures to satisfy our curiosity about hell, but there is enough
said to give us a warning. It does not mean that it is less real because so little is said.
Actually, Christ Himself said more about hell than did anyone else. Hell is an awful reality.
I am not going to speculate about it; I'm just quoting what is said right here: He is coming
“in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”

Hell is ridiculed today, but that does not mean it doesn’t exist. Our beliefs are
sometimes only wishful thinking.  Friend, we might as well face the fact that there is a
hell. Christ is returning to this earth some day. First He will take His own out of the earth,
and then His coming will be a terror to the wicked; it will be a judgment upon those who
“know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” “And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent” (John 17:3). Do you want to work for your salvation? Jesus said, ... This is the work
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). That is what the Word of
God teaches.

I know that it is not popular to talk about hell and judgment. He came to redeem us! He
didn’t come to give us new personalities or to make us successful. He came to deliver us
from hell! That’s not popular to say. Folk don’t like to hear it.

Now, my friend, the judgment of the lost is coming. If you want to stay in that class,
you shall be judged. Somebody needs to tell you the facts, and I am telling them to you
right now.

Again, who are the lost? They are those who (1) “know not God” and who (2) “obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Let me repeat verse 9: “Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power.”

2Th1:10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all
them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.

Jesus will be glorified in His saints because they believed in Him for salvation.

Matthew 16:27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Albert Barnes said this about Jesus being glorified by the church.
When he shall come to be glorified in his saints—That is, the redeemed in
that day will be the means of promoting his glory, or the universe will see his glory
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manifested in their redemption. His chief glory as seen in that day will be
connected with the fact that he has redeemed his people; and he will come in order
that all the appropriate honor of such a work may then be manifested. He will be
“glorified” then by the numbers that shall have been redeemed; by their patience in
the trials through which they have passed; by the triumphs which religion shall
have made on the earth; by their praises and songs, and by their ascent with him to
the realms of blessedness.

2Th 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work
of faith with power:

2Th 1:12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’s prayer is a good one for the church in Thessalonica, and it would be good
for us today. Pray always that God could count us worthy of the calling. If we are
worthy, we will glorify Jesus with our lives. Because of what Jesus has done for us,
we should walk worthy of Him.

Ephesians 4:1 1 therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all. 7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of
Christ.

KJV Bible Studies are prepared and distributed free of charge. The lessons may
not be sold without consent. If you have questions or wish to discuss the lessons,
or possibly need help in finding Jesus Christ as your Personal Lord and Savior,
contact us at the email below.

Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.

Website: www.KjvBibleStudies.net
e-Email: mailKjvBibleStudies@gmail.com

Practice Random Acts of Kindness. Each act spreads, and many will be
blessed.
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